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THE HIGHLAND GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Scottish Charity No. SC004427


JANUARY 2014
Dear Members

Many thanks to everyone who has already completed the new membership form. Please note that membership fees for 2014 were due on 1st Jan; if you pay your subscription by Standing Order payment will have been made on 10 January 2014. Hopefully you will have remembered to change the amount to reflect the new rate of £15 (or £22.50 for families). If you need more information re setting up/amending an SO, please contact Alison for details (see below).
The most important changes to the membership form related to Gift Aid statements so, if you have yet to complete the new form, please check that all the relevant boxes are completed – if you are not sure, Ann will be happy to provide advice.

If you receive your newsletter by email, a copy of the new membership form and the form allowing you to withdraw books from the HGS collection are attached. These can be returned electronically or by post to Alison, or bring them along to our first meeting of 2014. If you need either of these forms to be posted to you, please let Alison know.
The Committee trust that all our members had a very merry Christmas and a good New Year! 

Winter meetings
15 January 2014

Mr Jim Blair (Lochaber Geopark)
The Glen Coe Volcano; an update on some recent research

Jim’s talk will discuss the research history of the Glen Coe volcano, including the development of ideas and interpretation of the rocks, dating, plate tectonic implications, and finish with some recent research implications, for example, the postulated Glen Etive volcano. His talk will be further illustrated by hand specimens, maps, and other resources. 

Jim is also Chairman of the Lochaber Geopark so will bring some of their material for sale, providing an opportunity for members to purchase some belated Christmas presents or to start early for Christmas 2014!
26 February: Annual General Meeting

Many thanks to everyone who supported the 2013 AGM – we hope that this year’s event will also be well supported. The AGM will be followed by a short talk by our outgoing Chair, Peter Christie, about fossil collections in Germany. 
We still plan to have a further talk in either March or April – date tbc as soon as possible!
Summer fieldtrips
Work is ongoing to secure leaders for the summer programme:
26 – 27 April – Skye

Leader: Eddie Lynch 
Following the success of last year’s trip to Lochalsh, Eddie has kindly agreed to continue the excursion across to Skye down the Sleat peninsula looking at the Moine Thrust Zone, the Lochalsh Syncline and the associated deformed rocks. Post Caledonian and Palaeogene Igneous rocks will also be seen. Mostly coastal exposures with options for inland moors/uplands if weather and party enthusiasm allows! Triassic rocks are also in the area that could be reached with a wee bit of effort...
Again, Eddie is happy to offer an additional day on Monday 28th April for anyone who is able to stay on or who is unable to make either the Saturday or Sunday.

Dinner for the group has been booked at the Tingle Creek Hotel on Saturday 26th April – please let Alison know if you would like to join us.

The Tingle Creek Hotel is currently offering a 20% discount for customers staying more than two nights: http://www.tinglecreek-hotel.co.uk/ for more details.
14 – 21 June – Mull
Self-led

Thank you to everyone who responded to the initial email information regarding the feasibility of this trip.  Accommodation has now been booked at Pennyghael (Killunaig Church House: http://killunaigchurchhouse.co.uk/accommodation/).  All the beds are now allocated but if you are interested in joining the group, please let Alison know as she will run a waiting list and there may be some flexibility re numbers....
5 July – Strath Fionan

Leader: Fiona McGibbon

This excursion will look at the metamorphosed Dalradian sequences in the area around Schiehallion, which include graphitic, kyanite-bearing schists.
More details and meeting point to follow.

Contact information:
Chairman:  Peter Christie 01808 521257

terch@dsl.pipex.com

Secretary:  Dr. Alison Wright 01309 671949
a.j.wright00@aberdeen.ac.uk
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Treasurer:  Ann Reynolds 01808 521343

annandpeterfarr@hotmail.com

